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1951  Foundation of the Best Glove Manufacturing Company 

1953  Showa invent the first PVC glove

1954  Foundation of the Showa Glove Company

1960  Showa develop a glove specifically for the fishing industry 

1960s  Best invent the first wrinkle-finished rubber coated glove

1970s  Best invent the first chemical resistant PVC glove

1980  Showa invent the first seamless knit glove

1980s  Neil Tillotson and his two sons operated the largest latex examination glove plant in the world

1983  Showa launch oil-resistant PVC gloves

1985  Showa launch polyurethane/nylon gloves (BO)

1988  Showa launch dipped Nitrile gloves 

1990s  Best invent the first latex-free disposable examination glove (N-DEX)

1994  Showa launch natural latex coated grip gloves (310)

1994  Showa begin exporting to USA and Europe in earnest and form partnership with Globus for UK market

1999  Best launch thin Nitrile gloves

2000  Foundation of Showa Europe

2003  Best invent the world’s first accelerator-free disposable glove

2005  Best invent the sponge Nitrile oil grip glove (Zorb-IT)

2006  The group becomes Showa Glove Co.

2007  Acquisition of Best Manufacturing Co.

2009  Unification of Showa Best Glove worldwide. Globus & Showa Best glove form new partnership for UK and Ireland

Our HistOry – A timeline Of GlOves

HEADQUARTERS 
Showa Glove Co.

NUmbER of EmployEES
3,500

REgiSTERED officE
Himeji/Tokyo (Japan)

WoRlD SUbSiDiARiES 
Paris (France), Seattle & Menlo (USA)

pRoDUcTioN SiTES
Himeji (Japan), Perlis (Malaysia),  

Ho-Chi-Minh-City (Vietnam),  
Lafayette (USA), Coaticook (Canada), 

Guatemala City (Guatemala)  

R&D cENTRES
Himeji (Japan), Penang (Malaysia),  

Menlo (USA) Himeji, Japan 2007. Head of office Showa Glove Co.
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Innovation, ergonomics and constant quality in the name of productivity

For over fifty years, Showa Best has offered high-performance solutions to the complex problems of hand 

protection in the workplace. The constant growth of our brand on the international market is a testament  

to the increasing popularity of our range of gloves. 

Showa Best is as demanding as the consumer and always places manufacturing emphasis on the users' 

priorities and requirements. A glove is not just a piece of protection equipment, it must also facilitate 

movement by equipping the hand with mobility and comfort when handling objects and equipment.  

By contributing to boosting productivity, Showa Best gloves represent an exceptionally cost efficient  

investment that helps to significantly improve working conditions.

Showa Best has placed innovation and operational excellence at the heart of our industrial dynamic 

and our development strategy. Each glove is developed by carrying out a detailed study of all quality 

parameters; – design, suitability, ergonomics, suppleness, performance of the materials and 

manufacturing processes – making it possible to achieve the correct balance between safety, dexterity, 

performance and price.

Ever faithful to our history and legacy, Showa Best drives consumer-orientated R&D programmes to 

surpass market expectations with next generation  products.  With an ethos of accident reduction through  

the promotion of glove wearing,  Showa Best will continue to offer high quality solutions to meet your 

existing expectations.

Every Showa Best glove is produced using a patented manufacturing procedure in a Showa Best 

owned and managed factory with as much emphasis placed on protecting the environment as there 

is on protecting hands. Showa Best do not use products that may cause irreversible damage to the 

environment and a large proportion of R&D is devoted to biodegradable plastics and developing fibres 

and materials that have no impact on the environment.
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Globus and Showa Best - The experts in hand protection
For almost two decades, Globus (Shetland) Ltd has supported UK Industry by providing highly advanced 
hand and arm protection. Globus’ partnership with Showa Best has proved invaluable to hundreds of UK 
companies in many diverse market sectors. Continuing our mission to deliver advanced hand protection 
technology, Globus is proud to present the latest Showa Best catalogue where our integration of Showa 
and Best gloves is brought to life. 

Never resting on our laurels, Globus has once again redefined the levels of comfort and performance 
achievable using our products. Fit, technical performance, wearer acceptance and dexterity combine to 
provide unrivalled levels of protection in the workplace - an increasing pressure for all businesses. Showa 
and Best gloves are designed for the most complex and dangerous tasks and offer levels of mechanical, 
chemical and cut protection, widely recognised as the benchmark for performance by industry 
professionals.

Did you know…
 
•	 SHOWA	created	the	World’s	first	palm	fit	glove	almost	30	years	ago,	creating	a	style	that	has	

become	the	preferred	form	of	hand	protection.

•		The	BEST	N-Dex	glove	was	the	first	ever	nitrile	disposable	glove.	And	it	is	still	the	market	standard
	 for	comfort	and	performance.

•		SHOWA	developed	another	World’s	first	with	the	development	of	seamless	GRIP	style	gloves,
	 spawning	a	thousand	imitators.

•		Spinning	and	knitting	of	hi	tech	fibres	for	greater	protection	and	performance	was	pioneered	by
	 SHOWA	in	the	1990’s.

•		All	SHOWA	branded	gloves	are	made	in	SHOWA	owned	facilities,	on	SHOWA	owned	machines	by
	 SHOWA	employees.	Amazingly,	every	single	pair	of	gloves	is	still	individually	hand	inspected	at
	 the	end	of	the	production	process	contributing	to	our	“Zero	Defect”	policy.	

•		“Holding	Hands	Around	the	World”	If	every	SHOWA	glove	produced	each	year	was	laid	in	line,
	 a	chain	of	gloves	would	wrap	around	the	earth	3	times!

Included for the first time are some innovative new designs providing exceptional levels of comfort, 
fit and dexterity whilst still maintaining the necessary durable and technical performance to suit most 
modern day industrial applications. Protecting employees in the workplace provides a constant challenge 
to companies and managers. Best practice can only be achieved through the use of highly suitable 
products. Showa Best gloves are among the highest quality available today, utilising high-grade raw 
materials to guarantee consistency in quality and performance. 

We are confident you will find the extended range of products fulfil all your safety obligations, whilst 
delivering exceptional value for money and gaining widespread wearer acceptance. The extended life of 
Showa Best gloves reduces down time, overall hand protection costs as well as having a more positive 
effect on the environment by minimising waste. 

World-class products demand world-class distribution and support. From our impressive site on Trafford 
Park Manchester, Globus provides a level of logistical, sales, marketing and technical service and support 
unrivalled in today’s competitive market place. Our network of Distributor Partners will be delighted to help 
you. Should you require further details or to arrange trials or for more information please call our Sales 
Office on 0161 8774747 or contact your local Globus Account Manager to arrange a visit.

Haraldur Agustsson, Managing Director

Globus (Shetland) Ltd
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sHOwA Best

mAteriAls  
And tHeir perfOrmAnces

cotton

Natural cellulose fiber. Flexible, soft and non-irritating, it protects against 
mechanical aggression (impacts, low vibration, iron filings, splinters, 
glass fragments), absorbs perspiration and gives you great comfort when       
wearing dipped protective gloves continuously. Cotton fibers are mixed with 
polyester fibers in order to associate comfort with a higher mechanical     
resistance and more elasticity.

Nylon

A lightweight elastic polyamide which is largely lint-free and washable, 
dries quickly and is resistant to abrasion and deformation. Mixed with    
cotton and acrylic, it makes the glove more flexible and extends its lifetime.

Acrylic

A polymer that is resistant to water, common solvents, acids and weak 
alkalis, and that is resistant to abrasion. Soft and warm, it insulates you 
from the cold. Mixed with cotton, it makes the knit more lightweight.

HppE

High performance polyethylene is flexible, light and durable. As resistant to 
cutting as a para-aramid but with more resistance to abrasion, the fibre 
remains resistant to chemicals, in particular solvents.
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Showa	 Best	 Glove	 offer	 a	 wide	 range	 of	 materials	
and	coatings.	Compare	 the	 strengths	 and	drawbacks	
of	each	and	choose	the	compositions	that	best	meet				
your	needs!

Aramid

It is lightweight, supple, comfortable, washable. It provides effective       
protection from cuts (with stainless steel reinforcements) and from  
convective heat offering durability and performance that far exceed that of 
leather (5 times higher) and cotton (3 times higher).
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sHOwA Best

DESCRIPTION STRENGTHS WEAkNESSES

Nitrile Anti-slip vulcanised 
synthetic rubber

  Excellent abrasion and cut resistance

   Three times the puncture resistance of latex

  Good mechanical performance

  Excellent resistance to oil, grease and hydrocarbons

  Good resistance to Acids, certain organic solvents, 
pesticides, oils and fuels

   No latex proteins

  Heat resistance (but no flame resistance)

  More rigid

  Normally low tear resistance 
(N-DEX is exception to this)

  No chemical resistance against 
ketones and some chlorinated 
hydrocarbons, methylene chloride  
and trichloroethylene

Natural	rubber	latex Natural rubber  
mainly from latex  
of the rubber tree

  Very flexible and elastic 

  Good grip

  Excellent resistance to tearing and bending 

  Good resistance to abrasion

  Very robust

  Waterproof

  Protects against weak acids, caustics, alcohols and 
detergents 

  Protection from viruses and bacteria

  Poor chemical resistance against oils, 
greases, hydrocarbons and organic 
solvents

  Proteins may cause allergies

Polyurethane	(PU) Plastic that is  
microporous elastomer

  Very flexible and elastic 

  No latex proteins

  Clean – does not shed particles like other polymers

  Good resistance to abrasion 

  Good resistance to oil

  Does not harden in the cold

  Does not soften in the heat

  Breathable thanks to porous ventilation

  Low chemical resistance

  Poor resistance to hot water

Showa	and	Best	PVC	 
(poly	vinyl	chloride)

Impermeable plastic   Flexible at even -20°C

  Softened material

  Good electrical insulator 

  High chemical resistance

  Low resistance to cuts, puncturing 
and heat

  Disposable PVC gloves might have 
pinholes

  Low resistance to solvents

Neoprene Polychloroprene  
synthetic rubber

  Flexible and soft

  No latex proteins

  Good abrasion and cut resistant

  Chemical protection against acids, alcohols, fats, 
ketones, organic and inorganic solvents, oils, greases 
and petrochemicals

  Heat resistant and flame resistant

  Limited grip when wet

  No chemical resistance against 
chlorinated hydrocarbon solvents

Butyl Synthetic rubber  
polymer for heavy  
chemical protection

  Very elastic, even at low temperatures

  Excellent chemical resistance against ketones 
(MEK, acetone) and acids

  Low gas permeability

  Limited grip

  Limited dexterity

  Poor mechanical resistance

  Poor resistance to aliphatic hydrocar-
bons (hexane, diesel, gasoline),  
aromatic hydrocarbons (benzene, 
toluene, xylene) and halogenated  
solvents (chloroform and chlorobenzene)

Viton Synthetic rubber  
polymer

  Protects where nothing else protects

  Chemical protection against PCBs

  Excellent chemical protection against chlorinated, 
aliphatic and aromatic hydrocarbons

  Limited grip 

  Limited dexterity

  Not suitable for ketones, esters and 
nitro compounds 

Each coating has its qualities!
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